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From the Administrators Desk 

 

The Christmas Season is probably the merriest and the busiest! 

But life must go on. We continue to say goodbye to some and welcome new faces. 

In particular , I wish ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȱ ÔÏ ,ÁÌÁÉÎÅ :ÁÒÁÇÏÚÁ ɉÓÔÁÆÆɊ, as she 
pursues to new ventures. 

 

We congratulate Lyn Campbell who finished and obtained Certificate III in Aged Care. 
 

I take the opportunity on behalf of the Board Members, Sisters, Residents and Relatives to 
thank our wonderful staff. 
They do a great job throughout the year and I assure you that the residents are their first 
priority.  

 

Thank you Melinda ɀ our Residents Care Manager ɀ for the wonderful person you are!  
Our staff have benefitted from your expertise! 

 

!ÂÏÖÅ ÁÌÌ ) ×ÉÓÈ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ Ȱ'ÒÅÁÔ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ (ÅÁÖÅÎȱ! 

 

Have a Safe and Holy Christmas!! 

 

 
God Bless 

 
 
 

Sr. Georgina Sultana 
Administrator  
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Mrs. Marion Briffa 

Marion Briffa (nee Zahra) was born in Rabat Malta on the 6th 

December 1921, to Vincenza (nee Vella) house wife and Felix 

Zahra Painter (Zebbiegh) 

Marion was the third child of seven children five boys and two 

girls. Being the eldest of the two girls in the family, she was 

needed to help at home and never had the chance to go to school, 

and as she puts it òIõve never ever seen inside a class room!ó 

When Marion got older, she worked as a house maid for a 

family and their married daughter and when she finished her 

house maid duties, she would helped her mother by filling and 

carting water in a small bath tub (Banju) from the village pump (Ghajn taõl-ilma) on top of her head up 

to the rooftop (Bejt), so her mother could wash soldiers uniforms for an income to help the growing family 

through the hard times.   

Marion met her future husband Guzeppi Briffa from Sliema, a member of the Salzjani Boys Brigade in 

Sliema through her Uncle Joe Vella (her Mothers brother) also from Rabat, who worked as a cook for the 

Salzjani Boys Brigade and a very good friend of Guzeppi. 

Marion and Guzeppi courted for a while and got married on 7th April 1940. Due to her father being a 

painter and a low income earner, he felt it wasnõt befitting, for his daughter to get married in a white 

bridal gown and veil, so her older brother Karmnu gave her away, and in the meantime her father Felix 

stayed home and cooked the wedding breakfast for the guests after the ceremony. 

After they married they went to live in Sliema where Guzeppi worked in the Malta Dockyard as a Salvage 

Diver and also had a workshop doing his trade as a Cabinet Maker and French Polisher. 

During the war there was hardship and sufferingé.within four 

months and 10 days her brother Karmnu a Major in the Royal 

Malta Artillery was killed when a bomb exploded in the last 

Italian Raid on Malta, killing him instantly, while riding his 

bike up the hill in Rabat to visit his family whilst on leave. Her 

dad and younger brother Censu then 12 years old drowned while 

fishing; and to this very day neither body has ever been found.   

 

 

 

Marion Briffa with Sr. Pauline 

The Briffa Family 
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A cross at the top of the cliff has been placed in memory of the tragedy. Both Marion Grandparents (her 

mothers parents) died within days of each other Marion miscarried her second child. In the meantime 

and their eldest daughter Lena developed Polio at nine months old and Marion had to travel frequently to 

Gharb Gozo to visit FrenchTaõGharb for Remedial Massages and thatõs where Marion got her knitting 

skills from the lady she stayed with in Gozo 

On February 1949 an opportunity arose for Guzeppi  to migrate to Australia on the ship Asturias with a 

group of tradesmen from H. M. Dockyard Malta to Fairbairn Canberra, leaving behind Marion to look 

after their four children Lena, Censina, Mary and Joey till he was able to settle and send for the family. 

In May 1949 Marion and the children sailed For Sydney Australia on the ship Cyrania, but due to a 

coal strike the ship had to dock in Melbourne and carried on the journey to Sydney by steam train, 

arriving in June of 1949 

For eighteen months they lived in Surry Hills NSW, and there their second son John was born.  From 

Surry Hills they bought land with a small dwelling at Wentworthville NSW, where their fourth daughter 

Margaret was born. 

 Marion and Guzeppi grew potatoes on the land and sold it to a neighbour who owned a local fish and 

chips shop.  Guzeppi used the money they made from the sale of the potatoes, towards buying building 

material and with his carpentry skills started building the family home. 

After the children had grown up and married, Marion and Guseppi sold their home to their son John and 

retired on the Central Coast, but after about four years Marion started to miss seeing the family regularly, 

so they decided to sell the house and move back closer to the children. They bought and renovated a house 

in Blacktown but, unfortunately on 27th August 1980 after a very short illness Guseppi passed away at 

Blacktown Hospital the age of sixty five. 

Marion missed her husband very much, but with the help from the children and grandchildren she was 

able to cope and carry on the best she could till it got to the stage that it was a big concern for the family 

knowing that she was getting older and being on her own. 

Marion always told her children that she loved them all, but 

because she loved her independence will not live with any of 

them, so with that she came to St Dominicõs where she lives 

comfortably and very happy in a Maltese Culture and 

Spiritual environment. 

Marion being a woman that never learnt to read nor write has 

never let anything deter her from moving on with life and has 

always been there for her children, grandchildren and great 

grandchildren  

Marion as the Matriarch of the family is dearly loved by all. 

Today Marion is a mother to six Children; Lena, Censina, Mary, Joey (Deceased) John and Margaret.  

 Marion is also blessed with fifteen Grandchildren and thirty Great Grandchildren with another one on 

the way. 

Extended Briffa Family 
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 DECEMBER 

2ndΧΧΧΧΧaǊǎΦ {ǘŜƭƭŀ .ǳǘǘƛƎƛŜƎ 

2nd ΧΧΧΧΦΦaǊΦ bŀȊȊŀǊŜƴƻ ¢Ŝǳma  

3rdΧΧΧΧΦΦΦaǊǎΦ Teresa Xerri 

6thΧΧΧΧΧΦaǊǎΦ aŀǊƛƻƴ .ǊƛŦŦŀ 

6thΧΧΧΧΧΦaǊǎΦ 5ƻǊŀ !ƭƻƛ 

11th.............Miss Josephine Sultana 

30th.............Mrs. Rose Azzopardi 

JANUARY 

9th..............Mrs. Pauline Scicluna 

                                                    13th...........ΦΦΦΦaǊΦ !ǊǘƘǳǊ 5Ω{ƻǳȊŀ 

                                                    28th...............Mrs. Christine Grixti 

                                                    30th...............Mrs. Norma Jaslan 

                                                  FEBRUARY 

                                                                                2nd..............Mrs. Carmen Camilleri 

                                                                     4th...............Mrs. Carmen Chetcuti 

                                                                11th...............Mrs. Joan Mangion 

                                                                   27th...............Mr. Fr. Claude Borg  

                                                                           27th...............Mr. Angela Baldacchino 
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ACTIVITIES AT ST. DOMINICõS HOSTEL  

ó Religious 

On the 11th November, Remembrance Day, Fr. Claude Borg MSSP together with Mr. John Beale 

lead a liturgy for all the faithful departed at Annunciation hall. The sisters, residents and 

relatives were invited. Prior to the function they were asked to write the names of their loved 

ones on a flower or a leaf shaped paper. Then the papers were stuck on two wreaths.  

During the liturgy, readings, prayers and hymns were read and sung. At the end, the two 

wreaths were placed at the foot of the altar, in the chapel, during the whole month of 

November to remember the dead. 

ó Invitations 

Our Maltese residents were invited by the Maltese Thanksgiving Day Committee on Thursday 

8th October 2009. A special Mass was celebrated for the occasion followed by excellent food 

and entertainment.  

Our residents received another invitation by The Blacktown City Libraries on the 11th October 

2009 at the Library Function Centre, Max Webber Library for a Home Library Party (This Library 

supply books for our residents fortnightly). This party consisted of a Welcoming Address, 

9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ŀƭŜǎǇƛƴƴŜǊǎΩΣ !ŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ¢ŜŀΣ {ƘŜƭŦ .ǊƻǿǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ .ƻƻƪ /ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎΦ 

ó Entertainment 

¢ƘŜ Ψ{ƻƴƎ .ƛǊŘǎΩ gave an excellent show. They acted, sang, danced and also involved our 

residents to join in their performance.  

Miss Zoe Apap, great grand daughter of Mrs. Mary Sultana (deceased resident) 

entertained our residents with various ballet dances. Zoe is a gifted dancer. Her 

performance pleased our residents. 

Ms. Kristy Lee ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ IƻǎǘŜƭ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ 

a professional singer and likes to involve the audience to sing with her. Kristy sings 

popular songs such as country, musicals, rock & roll and many more. Kristy is one of our 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ.  
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Melbourne Cup Day ǿŀǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

staff were anxious to take part in the sweeps. All were excited when the race began, hoping to 

win. 

Besides the sweeps, some residents, staff and friends took part in the hat parade. It was great fun 

to see some of the competitors especially the gentlemen, parading with the ladies. All wore their 

hats, of different shapes and decorations. Melbourne Cup day  ended with a treat of a cup of 

tea/coffee, apple cake, and savory/sweet biscuits. 

ó Bus Outings 

 Warragamba is an ideal place to go to when the weather is not so promising for a bus trip. This is the 

place that was selected, for the last outing. There is a sheltered place with all the appropriate 

facilities, and the residents like this spot. So the last bus outing was at Warragamba, including the 

venue, food and ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀ 

ƳŀǊǾŜƭƻǳǎ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘέΗ 

Visit to a peach orchard  

Now is the season for stone fruit picking. Our residents were invited by the Camilleri family to visit 

their orchards. It was interesting to watch the peaches being processed and prepared for the fruit 

suppliers. 

!ǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƳƛƭƭŜǊƛΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ 

Mrs. Maria Camilleri (cousin of Sr. Georgina) while she invited them for a generous and delicious 

lunch which they heartily enjoyed. 

On their way home, the residents kept on praising the place and the generosity of the Camilleri 

family. 

German Day was organized ŀǘ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ƛǘǎ 

culture and lifestyle was illustrated with pictures and visual aids. A special German meal was served at 

lunch time with German songs and music in the background. 

 

 

 Residents & Staff participating in hat parade 
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ACTIVITIES for THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

  1sté   9:15am ...  Bus Trip to Shellharbour 

  2ndé   10.15am ...   Sacrament of Reconciliation 

     10: 00am.. .  Anglican Service, Christ Church, Blacktown. 

  3 rd ...    3:00pm. ..  Christian Meeting 

  4 thé   10:15am. ..  Joe Grima  Entertainment 

  5 th ...   9:30am. ..  The Story of Silent Night (DVD) 

  7 th ...    10:15am.. .  Joe Apap  Entertainment 

     1.30pm. ..  Singer-Entertainment 

  8 th ...    9:15am é  The Gala Premier Concert -Entertainment Centre 

  9 th ...    9:15am. ..  Super Seniors Christmas Party  Bowman Hall 

10 thé   10:15am. ..  Olaf - Entertainment 

   6:30pmé  Rachael & Victor  Entertainment 

11 th ...    6:00pm. ..  Good Shepherd Christmas Party 

12 thé   10: 15am.. .  JC Choir  Entertainment 

14 th ...    10.15am. ..  Sacrament of Anointing 

   6:30pm. ..  Carols by Candle Light 

15 th ...    6:30pm.. .  Sam Mifsud & Group  Entertainment 

16 th ...    9:10am. ..  Jesse Tree 

   1:30pm. ..  The Beale Family Singers  Entertainment 

17 th ...    6:30pm. ..  Charlie Mifsud Maltese Choir  Entertainment 

19 th...   4:30pm.. .   Party 

21 sté   10:15am...   The Yeo Family Musicans 

22 ndé   10:15am.. .  Marlene & Maureen (Sing-a-long)-Entertainment 

24 th ...   4.00pm.. .  Christmas mass 

25 th ...    9.00am.. .  Mass  

25 thé   11:45amé  Christmas Lunch 

31 st...                      6:00pm ...               Thanksgiving in chapel followed by a Toast to herald the New Year. 
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