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From the Administrators Desk 

 

 

Dear Residents, Relatives, Benefactors, Staff & Friends, 
 

Permit me to quote Isaiah 65:20b 

 

 

We congratulate Mrs. Doris Pace (Resident) who turned 100 years young on the 18th March. 

Wishing you the very best on your birthday. 

 

Some residents have the opportunity to go away with their family for certain days. This is a 
great quality time with the family. We advise relatives to inform us, the earliest, as we would 
ne
going away. 

 

May I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your support throughout the year. 

 

May Joy of the Risen Lord guide you along the right path. 

A Very H appy & Holy Easter to all. 

 

God Bless 
 
 
 

Sr. Georgina Sultana 
Administrator 
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   RESIDENT½S PROFILE  
Doris Pace was born in Victoriosa, Malta on the 18th March 1910 to parents Mary Anne 

and Salvatore Gauci who raised a family of four children, two sons and two daughters. 

Her father Salvatore died when Doris was still very young, leaving Mary Anne her mother, 

a young widow, the sole breadwinner of the family. To earn a living, she left her children 

in the care of the sisters of St. Joseph of the Apparition, who run a home for young 

orphans. Doris was brought up with these sisters and learnt many things there, Italian 

which she spoke fluently and craft i.e. painting on silk.  

²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊ 

among wealthy families. There she met her future husband, Carmelo who was a waiter 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜέ /ƘŀƭŜǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ time was a prominent place at Sliema, Malta. Later she 

ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ά²ƛƭƭǎέ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ /ŀǊƳŜƭƻ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ 

to work in the cigarette factory as well. During the time Doris worked in the Cigarette 

factory, she never touched a cigarette. As a matter of fact, when she was offered a box 

of cigarettes by the management, she gave it to Carmelo. 

/ŀǊƳŜƭƻ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƛǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ aŀƭǘŀΣ 

Victoriosa, Hamrun, and St. Julians. They raised a large family of twelve children - seven 

sons and three daughters.  Unfortunately during WWII most of her children were born and reared in the 

shelter during the bombings and air raids of the war. Doris suffered a great deal during this period to raise her 

children due to scarcity of food and necessities. She lost five sons in infancy due to lack of nourishment and 

diseases. Their children Charlie, Freddie, Lina and Connie survived the war. Her son Freddie was sick with 

polio; she had to walk about three or four miles every day to find fresh 

food to nourish him. Joseph (deceased), Vincent and Rita were born 

after the war. 

 Besides looking after her family Doris also nursed her mother who was 

diagnosed with cancer for two years until she died. 

The war left scarcity of work, and emigration was available to other 

countries around the world. Carmelo, Doris & family made up their 

minds to migrate to Australia. In 1949 Carmelo with his eldest son 

Charlie and brother Joe left Malta for Australia to find jobs and prepare accommodation for his family. 

Carmelo commenced work as a porter at The Crown Hospital and Charlie worked with Crane & Sons. 

Back in Malta, in 1950, their youngest daughter Rita was born. Eighteen months later, Doris and the other five 

children left Malta with The Flotta Laura for Australia. When Doris arrived in Sydney with the five children 

including the youngest child Rita whom Carmelo and Charlie never saw, they were surprised when told that 

she was their youngest daughter and sister. 

 

Mr. Carmelo Pace 

Doris Pace 

The Young Pace Family 



St. Dominic’s Hostel – News & Views Autumn 2010 Page 4 
 

 

The family initially lived at Burton Street, which was a very small house for such a large family. Lina and Connie 

were boarded in a private school until they moved to another house in Burton Street which contained more 

rooms to accommodate the whole family. Charlie got married and moved out followed by Freddie and Lina 

who married within a period of seven years.  

When Rita started school at kindergarten, Doris worked at two jobs to help her cope with the family expenses.  

Her first job was that of a cleaner at the Crown Hospital where Carmelo was employed. Her working hours 

were from 9.00a.m till 3.00p.m. After which she would go back home to prepare tea for her family before 

moving onto her next job as a cleaner in the doctors surgeries. This continued till she could afford a bigger 

house that Doris and Carmelo finally bought at Revesby to accommodate the rest of family. 

Once again they moved back to Burton Street. Connie got married in 1963. In 1964 Doris bought a house in 

Bankstown and lived there four years. Once again they shifted back to Burton Street. Rita got married in 1968 

and continued to live with her parents. During this period they made up their mind to go back to Malta for 

good. It did not work out as Rita got sick and they returned to Australia where they made Banks town their 

home. 

 Shortly after Carmelo was diagnosed with lung cancer, and passed away two years after at the age of 63. 

Doris continued living with her daughter Rita until they finally moved to a house in Auburn. At the age of 90, 

5ƻǊƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ !ƎŜ /ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƎŜΦ {ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ 

and she has been living here ever since. She made many friends. Sisters, staff and residents love and respect 

her and she seems to be very happy living here. Now that The Good Lord has given her a hundred years, we 

wish Him to bless her with many more years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connie & Rita with Mum 
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HOSTEL UPGRADES   Green Fingers !!  

One of the upgrades in the Hostel was the re landscaping of the interior yard.  The residents just love it !   They ensure to 

find time to exercise their green fingers!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill (resident ) watering the new plants. 

           Newly installed WELL feature. 

 The gardener organising the Raised Garden Beds                    In discussion with Dora (resident) 
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March 

18th ð Mrs. Doris Pace 

21st ð Mr. William (Bill) Vassallo 

31st ð Mrs. Grace Tabone 

                                                 April  

3rd ð Mrs. Ellen Skinner 

            7th_ Mrs. Angela Baldacchino 

17th ð Mrs. Joyce Falzon 

    18th ð Mr. Winston Muscio 

                                                         19th ð Mrs. Irene Harlry 

                                                                                        

                                                                                            MAY 

                                                                                          10th ð Mrs. Ulia F. Daniel Varda 

                                                                      15th ð Mrs. Frances Galea 

 WELCOME TO ST. DOMINICõS 

 Grace Tabone  (permanent) 

 Giovanna Attard (respite) 

 Martie Van Dky (respite) 

 Connie Busuttil (respite)  
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ACTIVITIES AT ST. DOMINICõS 
 

 RELIGIOUS 

On the 11th February, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, a special service was celebrated at St. 
Dominicôs Chapel. The rosary was recited accompanied by the Lourdes Hymn and other 
Marian chants. Fr. Claude Borg MSSP assisted by Mr. John Beale administered the anointing 
of the sick to all present. This celebration finished with benediction of the Blessed Sacrament followed by the 
pealing of the bells from Lourdes Basilicas. 

A special Mass was celebrated by Fr. Benedict Sant MSSP on Ash Wednesday at St. Dominicôs. This marks the 

beginning of Lent, which is preparation for Easter. 

 CULTURAL   

Various cultural activities were celebrated these past three months, after the Christmas activities 

 New Year  ð  

We learnt The Tradition of the Scottish Hogmanay, with pictures, music, and information about this cultural 
event. 

 Australia Day  ð  

Special Mass was celebrated for Australia Day ending with the national anthem. Pictures of 
different sceneries of Australia, native flowers, music, flags, decorated Annunciation Hall.          
ñMillion Dollar Mermaidò a movie about the great Australian Swimmer Annette Kellerman was 
shown to the residents. The residents also watched the special celebration of Australia Day from 

Canberra on Foxtel T.V. Lamingtons for Morning Tea ware served. A special Australian lunch was also prepared 

for our residents. 

 Malta Day  ð  

On the 10th March, the feast of St. Paulôs Shipwreck on the Maltese Islands, was celebrated in our hostel. The hall 
was decorated with pictures, flags, artefacts. DVDs of beautiful Maltese scenery and information were displayed. 
Maltese meal was served at lunch, which everyone enjoyed. 

 Shrove Tuesday  (Pancake Day) was celebrated. Information was given and the meaning of 

Shrove Tuesday and why it is celebrated. Two residents cooked pancakes which everyone enjoyed at 

afternoon tea. 
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St Dominicôs Hostel Management, 

Cordially thanks Mr. Charles Said ï Vassallo 

For his support through The Pest Control services 

At St. Dominicôs Hostel 

 


